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shams and demands reality in the search after God. Kablr is
no retiring ascetic who has abandoned the world in despair,
nor is he an idealiser who finds good in all things, he is eager
to lift the sword in the moral struggle of the world and strike a
doughty blow for the victory of righteousness, and he is not
afraid of administering stern even harsh rebuke to all infringe-
ments of rational conduct and all degradations of human dignity.
He is a mighty warner, an intrepid pathfinder, the great pioneer
of the unity of the Hindu and Muslim communities of India and
the apostle of the faith of Humanity who taught that " th-
divine disclosed itself in the human race as a whole. "A1
Kabfr's life is shrouded in obscurity. Different writers give
different dates of his birth and death. According to Macauliffe,18
whose date is accepted by Bhandarkar, he was born in 1398
A.D. (1455 Samvat); but according to Westcott,13 who is followed
by Farquhar, Burns and others, the date of his birth was 1440
A.D. The Hindi authors do not give clear guidance. The
editor of the Santa Bdq[i Sangraha14 gives 1398 A.D. as the date
of birth and 1518 as that of death. Sltaram Saran Bhagvan
Prasad15 quotes a Doha which gives 1492 A.D. (1549 Samvat)
as the date of death and says that Kablr lived for a hundred and
one years. Excepting the last writer most of the others agree
in assigning 1518 as the date of death. There is however
no adequate reason for preferring 1518 to 1492. If the
latter date is accepted as that of death, and 1398 A.D.
as that of birth, the total length of life comes to ninety-
four years which is unusual but not impossible. These
dates however make Kabir a contemporary of Ramananda,
and in this respect contradict the tradition according,
Id Evelyn UnderKill: The Mystic Way, p. 25.
12 Macauliflfe:   Op. cit., Vol. VI.
& Westcott: Kabtr and Kablr Panth.
WSant Bam Sangrah, Vol. I, p.  1.
15 Sltaram Saran Bhagwan Prasad:   BHakta Mala,  p.  474.